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Pa3sAOMHBIM CTPYKTypaM 4acTO CBOMCTBEHHBI aHOMAAUU CHABI TSPKECTU CTYIIeHYaTOrO BHAQ.
CAepOBaTeABHO, aHAAU3 @HOMAAUM CHUABI TSIPKECTU BBUAY TaKUX CTPYKTYD 9KBHUBAAEHTEH OIIpeAe-
AEHUIO YeThIpeX NapaMeTPOB Pa3AOMa: TAyOUHBI OT [IOBEPXHOCTH, MOIIHOCTU OCAAKOB, IlepelajaM
IIAOTHOCTHU U YTAY ITaAeHHS pa3roMa. B AaHHOM HCCAeAOBaHIY BLIIIOAHEHA UHBEPCHS CUABI TSDKECTH
C IIOMOIIBIO CTYIIEHUYATON MOAEAHM C IIeABbIO OAHOBPEMEHHOM OLIeHKH YeThIpeX TapaMeTPOB HapyllleH-
HOTO IAacTa. MoaeAb IIpeATioAaraeT KOHPUIYPAIUIo, B KOTOPO 6acCelH 3all0AHeH OAHOPOAHBIMHI
ocapKaMu. AAs OIeHKU IlapaMeTPoB pa3AoMa OBIAU IPUHATHI TPU XapaKTepUCTUYeCKHe KpUBEIE.

CoraacHO aHaAU3Y OCTAaTOYHBIX aHOMAAUM B IIPeAeAaX PA3AOMHBIX CTPYKTYP TAyOUHa 3aA05Ke-
HUS IIOCA€AHUX He 3aBUCUT OT UX IPOCTUPaHHUs. ITo oljeHKe TAyOUHBI OT IOBEPXHOCTH X MOIITHOCTH
0CAAKOB OIlpeAeAeHa IAyOrHa 3aaeranust pyHpaMeHTa. OHa He IpeBHIIIaeT 1 KM B I0T0-3alapzHON 1
7 KM B CeBepO-BOCTOUHOM YacTU u3ydyaeMoil ooracTu. HatipeHHast TAyOUHA 3areraHus PyHAAMeHTa
COOTBETCTBYET IPUEeMAEMON reOAOIMYeCKOM MOAEAU U COTAACYEeTCs C MaTepruaraMy CeCMUUeCKUX
1 OypOBBIX pabOT. MaTepuaAbl HHTePIIPeTalil UCIIOAB30BaHbI IIPU IOCTPOEHUH KapT U3MeHeHUs
IIAOTHOCTH, @ TaKyKe IAOTHOCTU KPUCTAAAMUECKUX IIOPOA OacceifHa. DTO cIIOCOOCTBOBAAO pas-
AeAeHHIo 6acceliHa Ha 30HBI OCAAKOB, KOMIIAEKCEI IIOPOA (PyHAAMEHTa U 'PAHUTHOTO IIAYTOHA.

P0o3AOMHEM CTPYKTypaMm 4acTO BAGCTHUBI QHOMAAIl CUAM TSDKIHHS CXiA4aCTOro BUTAsSAY. OTXe,
QHAAI3 QHOMAAIM CUAU TSDKIHHSA 3 YPaXyBaHHAM TAaKUX CTPYKTYP PIiBHOIIHHUNM BU3HAYEHHIO YO-
THUPBHOX IIapaMEeTPiB PO3AOMIB: TAMOMHU Bip IIOBEPXHI, IIOTY’KHOCTI BIAKAGAIB, TPAAI€HTA I'yCTUHUA
i KyTa IIaAIHHS PO3AOMY. BUKOHAHO IHBEPCII0 CUAU TSKIHHA 13 3aCTOCYBAHHAM CXiAUACTOL MOAEAL
3 MeTOI0 OAHOYACHOI OLIIHKM YOTUPHOX apaMeTPiB MOPYILIEHOro Hapy. MoaeAb IPUIYyCKA€e Taky
KOHIrypariro, KOru 0acerH CKAQACHUN OAHOPIAHMME BIAKAAAAMU. AAS OLIIHKH IIapaMEeTPIB B34TO
TPU XapaKTEePUCTUYHI KPUBI.

3TIAHO 3 @HAAI30M 3aAUIIKOBUX @HOMAAIN y MeyKax PO3AOMHUX CTPYKTYP 'AUOMHA 3aAITaHHS
OCTAHHIX He 3aAe’KUTH Bip IX IPOCTATAHHA. 3a OLIiHKOIO TAMOMHU Bia IIOBEPXHI Ta HOTY>KHOCTI BiA-
KAAAIB BU3HAYEHO TAMOMHY 3aAATaHHsA (DyHAAMeHTy. BoHa He nmepeBuInye 1 KM y MiBAHHO-3aXIAHIN
YaCTHUHI Ta 7 KM Yy MiBHIYHO-CXIAHIM YaCTHUHI AOCAIAKYBAHOI IAaolLi. O1jiHKa TAMOUHU 3aAATaHHS
(dYyHAAMEHTY AaAd IIPABAOIIOAIOHY IeOAOIIYHY MOAEAD, KA MIATBEPAJKYETHCS MaTepiaraMu Ceu-
CMIYHUX Ta CBEPAAOBUHHUX POOIT. Marepiaau iHTepIpeTanii BAKOPUCTAHO AAS IIOOYAOBU KapT
3MiH I'yCTHHH, & TAKOXK I'yCTUHU KPUCTAAIYHUX ITOpip OacenHy. Lle pano 3Mory noapiautu 6aceiuH
Ha 30HU OCAAOBUX IIOPiA, KOMIIAKCHA (DYHAAMEHTY Ta IPaHITHOTO IIAYTOHY.

Gravity anomalies with step-like appearance are often attributed to fault structures. Analysis of
gravity anomalies due to such structures is then tantamount to solving the four fault parameters:
depth to the surface, sediment thickness, density contrast and the fault dip. In this research, a grav-
ity inversion using the step model was carried out to simultaneously estimate the four parameters
of the faulted bed. The model assumes a configuration that the basin is filled with homogeneous
sediments. Three characteristic curves were adopted for estimating the fault parameters.

Analysis of the residual anomaly profiles of the fault structures showed that the fault structures
were independent of the strike length. The estimated depth to the surface and the sediment thick-
ness yielded the basement depth. The basement depth obtained from the gravity profiles showed
a maximum basement depth of 1.0 km in the south-western part, and 7.0 km in the north-eastern
part of the project area. The estimated basement depth yielded plausible geological model that cor-
roborates with depth obtained using seismic and well information. The computed density contrast
was used in the determination of density contrast and rock density maps of the basin. This helped
in defining the basin into zones of sedimentary, basement complex and granite pluton.
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Introduction. This model is customarily used
to represent a fault for the purpose of direct analy-
sis. From Fig. 1 the anomalous material has the
form of a flat step which goes to infinity in the
positive direction of x and is assumed to have a
uniform density contrast throughout its entire
bulk. Since most faults have a strike length that is
many times their throw, the step is assumed to be
two-dimensional. The model is characterized by
three parameters: the density contrast Ap, the dip
angle d, the depth to the vertical displacement ra-
tio hi/lwhere h, is the limiting depth and / the sedi-
ment thickness. The density contrast is as a result
of the contrast between the overburden layer and
the bedrock housing the mineral. Density contrast
(Ap) is obtained by determining the upper and
(Fig. 2) and calculating the
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Fig. 1. Geometry of a Faulted bed.
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Fig. 2. Characteristic estimators for the step model [Grant,
West, 1987].
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density contrast using the complementary curve
estimator (Fig. 3).

The Step Model Formulation.The formula for
the profile of gravity effect across the step is given
as follows [Grant, West, 1987]:

1 X—cotd_

e
Ag(x)=2GAp<{ —+(h+I])tan
g(x) p{z (h+1) el

—tan_l%+(Xsin2d+hsindcosd)x

1/2
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xn( € 2) 2< +) —(Xsindcosd—l—hcoszd)x
X +h
x[tan_lX_—COtd—tan_1£] . (1)
h+1 h
which we may write as
Ag(x)=2GApf (X, h,d). (2)

The object is to find two properties of the func-
tion f{X,h,d), which may be used as estimators for
handd.

The parameters for estimating the faults using
the step model are illustrated in Fig. 2.

In using the characteristic estimator in Fig. 2
the maximum horizontal gradient is measured.
Then two points X; and X, are located on the
profile such that the slope of the profile is equal
to Sy ax- With this, the characteristic length X,—X
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Fig. 3. Characteristics Curve, step model [Grant, West, 1987].
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and a characteristic measure of amplitude Ag,—g,
were obtained. It is then required to find the point
X, at which the amplitude falls exactly half-way
between Ag, and Agy, and form the two ratios
given as:

X, -X
k =22z 2 (3)
XI/Z_XI
k2 — Ag2_Agl ' (4)
(X2_X1/2)Smax

k, responds more to change in h than in d, while &,
responds more strongly to change in d than in 4.
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Fig. 4. Complementary curves for estimating /, step model
[Grant, West, 1987].
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Measurements of k; and k, on the residual gravity
profile are used with the step model characteristic
curves to estimate both #// and d using Fig. 3. To
separate / from /, which shows a plot of (X,— X;)//
versus A/l wich d as parameter is used (Fig. 4).
Since (X,— X)) can be measured and both 4// and d
are known, these curves will give us / and 4.

To find Ap, Fig. 5 is used. It shows the plot of
(Agy —Ag)
2GApl

Methodology. Computation of Fault Parame-
ters. The step model computations were carried
out using equations (3) and (4) and the characte-
ristics curves in Fig. 3—>5 for the determination of
fault dip D°, limiting depth A(m), sediment thick-
ness L(m) and basement density contrast Ap. The
computation for line 94D048 (Fig. 6) is stated as
follows: Using equations (3) and (4) Fig. 3, we ob-
tain K;=1,34; K,=1,13; S .,=0,41; D=55° h/I=0,04,
using the values of D and /// on Fig. 4 we obtain 0,4
on the intercept. Using the values obtained Fig. 5,
/is estimated as 4813 m, /=193 m. Using the value
of D and A/l on Fig. 2, 4, we obtain the intercept
of 1,1 the density contrast is computed as follows:

versus //l with d as parameter.

Ag, —A
—2827 381,139 gec=—0, 14 gec .
2G1%1,1

In a sedimentary basin, the density contrast is
always negative.

Table 1. Adopted density values for gravity mo-
deling

Rock Type Density, g/cm®
Shale 2,40
Sandstone 2,61
Dolomite 2,67
Granites 2,70
Gneiss 2,75
Basic igneous 2,80

Adopted Densities for Gravity Modeling. The
density values for various (sedimentary, igneous

1]
T

. 20 40 60 pill] 1] 120

=2 ,-"'"'f’-ﬂll'-\h

-4 .-MH. .'. L

=tk .
B ‘-._

10 L F

12

14

Resbdual Anemaly, miGal
7

Horzontal Distamce, x5300 m

Fig. 6. Residual Gravity Anomaly Profile (94D048) Analysis.

TI'eogpusuueckuti xypnar Ne 2, T. 34, 2012



GRAVITY INVERSION OF THE GONGOLA BASIN FAULT STRUCTURES USING THE STEP MODEL

(1] i = - G
E E B E
= = = =
= = = =
= = = 2
el = n =
1225000mN s
= =
Ji Yty S
N + .l,l'
74
1200000m™ ¥
/zf:m
[ Lm. e, OFL VERTEX
‘_ﬂq_j- -Hh Giravily Base Station
i —— Gravily Lines
N {'E\ Confour Lines
Eﬁﬁg{ : _ Transition zone
117 50M0mM ¥ P
ABRRANRN |#—= Fault Lines
i-lll.-:r?.l \ FE
I '
1150:000m ™
11 Z25000m ™
1100000mN " Yankar Natlonal Park .~ -
10968 1 Bma ™ BOALE: = 110000
o T NN BN B .

Fig. 7. Basement Depth Map (Contour Interval=500 m).

and metamorphic) rocks can be obtained from
[Nettleton, 1976; Dobrin, 1988; Telford et al., 1990;
Keary, Brooks, 2002]. These density values were
adopted in the gravity modeling work for the
identification of the rock minerals and sediments
within the project area. Table 1 shows the adopted
densities.
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Sedimentary rocks have on the average, lower
densities than igneous and metamorphic rocks.
Among the sediments the average densities vary
with the composition, being lowest for sandstone,
followed by shale, limestone and dolomite in that
order. However, actual values differ widely from
the average, hence there is considerable overlap.
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Fig. 8. Basement Density Contrast Map (Contour Interval=0,1 gcc).

Dolomites and shales are the most uniform in
density.

Results and Analysis. Results. The step model
computed results are shown in Tabl. 2. These
include the fault dip D°, limiting depth A(m), sedi-
ment thickness L(m) and basement density con-

104

trast Ap. The residual gravity anomaly profiles
of the lines in Tabl. 2 used in basin analysis all
have a step-like appearance. The basement depth,
density contrast and sediment density maps ob-
tained from the step model results are shown in
Fig. 7—11 respectively.
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Fig. 10. Rock Density Map (C.1.=0,05 gcc).

Analysis of Results. Analysis of the Residual
Gravity Profiles. From the fault parameters shown
in Tabl. 2, it could be inferred that the limiting
depth of the anomalous mass within this basin is
between 152 m along line 94V020 and 469 m along
line 94D096 profile. Also, the dip angle of the fault
structures has its minimum value of 30° along line

TI'eoppusuueckutl xypnar Ne 2, T. 34, 2012

94D032 profile and 70° along line 94V20 profile.
The sediment thickness ranges from 1700 m in line
94D032 to 6500 m in line 94D096 respectively. The
basement depth inferred from the above shows
that the maximum depth of 7,0 km is obtained
along line 94D096 and a minimum basement depth
of 1900 m is obtained along 94D032 respectively.
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Analysis of basement depth map. The base-
ment depth map (Fig. 7) developed using the
gravity data outlined the Gongola basin as a re-
gion of shallow and deep basement depths. The
granite pluton and basement complex zone has
a basement depth of between 1,9 km and 3,5 km
respectively. The transition zone has a deep base-
ment depth of between 3,5 km and 6,0 km, while
the sedimentary zone has a deep basement depth
of between 3,5 km and 7,0 km respectively.

Analysis of density contrast and rock density
maps. Based on the computation of density con-
trast values using the step model approach, a den-
sity contrast map across the basin was produced.
This is shown in Fig. 8. A 3D model of the density
contrast map is shown in Fig. 9. Also, using the
adopted density values for the rocks within the
basin as shown in Tabl. 1, the rock density map
with respect to the basement depth of the basin
was produced. This is shown in Fig. 10 and 11
respectively.
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From the maps, the following rock units were
identified from the zones.

1.The sedimentary zone showed rock density
values of 2,60 gcc and 2,65 gcc which showed
the dominant presence of dolomite, shale
and sandstone.

2.The transition zone showed the density va-
lues of 2,60gcc, 2,65 gcc and 2,70 gcc in the
Northern zone, which also showed the domi-
nant presence of dolomite, shale, sandstone
and granite. It also showed density values of
2,6gcc, 2,65 gcc and 2,7 gec in the southern
part, which showed the dominant presence
of dolomite, shale and sandstone and granite.

3.The granite pluton zone showed density va-
lues of 2,60 gcc and 2,70 gcc which showed
the dominant presence of sandstone and
granite.

4.The basement complex zone showed density
values of 2,70 gcc and 2,75 gcc which showed
the dominant presence of granite and gneiss.
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Table 2. Step Model computation for faults dips, sediment thickness and basement density contrast

S/N Line K, K, D° h/L L, m h, m Ap, g/crn3

| Al 1,25 1,33 30 0,07 1746 200 0,04
94D032 B| 1,29 1,28 50 0,05 5898 295 0,15
94D039 Al 1,25 1,36 32 0,10 1810 181 0,14

2 B| 1,20 1,30 42 0,07 4760 333 0,17
Al 1,34 1,13 55 0,04 4813 193 0,14

3 94D048 B| 1,25 1,38 46 0,10 4440 444 0,16
A 94D064 Al 1,32 1,36 40 0,05 3330 165 0,13
B| 1,25 1,33 60 0,1 4670 467 0,18

Al 1,33 1,27 42 0,04 6010 312 0,04

> 94D096 B| 1,32 1,30 39 0,05 6500 469 0,13
Al 1,27 1,30 45 0,05 3040 152 0,04

0 94V020 B| 1,20 1,23 70 0,01 5412 541 0,17
Al 1,15 1,31 50 0,01 4075 407 0,04

7 94V080 B| 1,25 1,25 60 0,01 4332 433 0,18
94V120 Al 1,21 1,28 42 0,05 4780 239 0,13

8 B| 1,25 1,26 50 0,05 4200 220 0,17
94V'146 Al 1,20 1,33 45 0.1 1800 180 0,12

’ B| 1,27 1,26 48 0.1 1700 170 0,11
Composite Line Al 1,18 1,35 52 0,10 4530 453 0,15

10 [94V071+95D071+94V037 B| 1,22 1,34 59 0,10 4550 455 0,15
C| 1,25 1,28 52 0,10 4570 425 0,18

5.From the above description of the density
distribution in the four zones, five rock con-
tact boundaries of Dolomite, Shale, Sand-
stone, Granite and Gneiss were established
based on their densities as shown in Table
1. It should be noted that the rock densities
are not absolute values. There is always an
overlap between the various rock densities.

Summary of Findings. The point of deflection
on the residual gravity anomaly is isolated as a
point of truncation of the fault plane and a change
in density contrast.

1. Analysis of the residual anomaly profiles of the
fault structures showed that the inversion of the fault
structures were independent of the strike length.

2.The computed fault dips showed that the
basement is segmented by normal faults.

3.The density contrast varies laterally due to
fault truncations.
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4.The inversion process simultaneously es-
timates the depth to basement. No initial depth
input is required.

5. The basement depth map shows a region
of shallow and deep basement ranging between
1,0 km in the basement complex zone and a maxi-
mum of 7,0 km in the north-eastern part of the
sedimentary zone respectively.

6.The limiting depth of the anomalous mass
ranges from 120 m to 541 m.

7.The rock density map determined from the
density contrast map correlated with the geology
of the basin.

Conclusion. It is observed in this research,
that the step model inversion of residual gravity
anomaly is an optimization procedure to estimate
the four shape fault parameters. The application
of the characteristic curves reduces the mathe-
matical complexity observed in other methods
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of gravity inversion. It is also observed that the
Gongola basin basement is segmented by several
northeast and northwest trending normal faults.
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