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The problem of determining the distribution function of particles in plasma that is produced in crossed longitudi-
nal magnetic and radial electric fields is solved. It is assumed that the velocity probability distribution functions for
the particles of the residual gas before its ionization or initial plasma before it has appeared in crossed fields are
Maxwellian with non-zero thermal velocities. Then produced plasma particles are moving in crossed fields without
collisions. The obtained distribution function is written in the coordinates of the guiding center. The expressions for
the distribution function in the limiting cases of strong and weak electric field are also obtained.
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INTRODUCTION

In the problem of plasma stability in crossed longitu-
dinal magnetic B and radial electric E, fields, it is im-

portant to know the distribution function on the particle
velocity and coordinates. For example, in [1-3], the ion
cyclotron instabilities of plasma in crossed fields were
studied. In [1], the ion cyclotron instability of rotating
plasma was considered in the case of a weak radial elec-
tric field, when the energy of a particle motion in the
electric field was much less than their thermal motion
energy. In [2, 3], the ion cyclotron instability of the
plasma was studied in the opposite case of strong radial
electric field. In each of these limiting cases the particle
distribution function was defined in different way based
on the specific features of the problem. Accordingly, in
each of these cases the excitation of the ion cyclotron
instability is determined by different mechanisms. In
some cases, an intermediate version when the energy of
the particles thermal motion is comparable to the energy
transferred to the particle from the electric field is also
interesting.

In cylindrically symmetric plasma it is convenient to
use independent variables which define the energy of
the transverse particle motion &, and its generalized

angular momentum ., instead of the coordinates and

velocities. These new coordinates are the integrals of
motion. Distribution function was chosen in [2, 3] as
follows

F(Sl,y¢,vz)~Y(e<1>(a) _EL)é(gL _a)eﬂ¢)5(vz)- 1)
In (1), Y is the Heaviside step function, ¢ is the Dirac
delta function, ®(a) is the potential on the external

electrode (anode), @, =—cE, /Br . The radial profile of
the electric field potential was assumed to be parabolic,
®(r)=d(a)(r?/a), which ensured the independ-
ence of the angular rotation rate of the particle on the
radius (rigid rotor model). One of the conditions of the
limit of strong electric field is that the initial energy of
ions produced in the plasma as a result of the ionization
should be considerably less than the ion energy obtained
in the radial electric field. Second condition is the ine-

quality Q. >a,, where Q, is the frequency of the
radial ion oscillations (modified cyclotron frequency in
crossed fields), @, is the ion cyclotron frequency. In
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this paper, the unperturbed distribution function is de-
termined for an arbitrary ratio of the initial ion energy
and the energy of motion in crossed fields. Furthermore,
the ratio of frequencies Q. and e, is assumed to be

arbitrary one, which corresponds to an intermediate case
in which the energy of the particles thermal motion is
comparable to the energy obtained by the particle from
the electric field.

1. GENERAL EXPRESSION FOR THE
DISTRIBUTION FUNCTION

We consider the same model of plasma as in the pa-
pers [2, 3]. Cylindrically symmetric collisionless plasma
is placed in crossed longitudinal magnetic and radial
electric fields. In the radial direction, plasma is limited
by metal electrode (anode) with the radius r, . The elec-

trode has a positive potential relative to the axis, so that
the electric field is directed inside the plasma. The po-
tential in plasma is assumed to have a quadratic depend-

ence on the radius <I>(r):CI>Q(r/ra)2 so that the rota-

tional speed of the particles does not depend on the ra-
dius. This potential distribution arises in negatively
charged plasma with uniform radial distribution of the
electron density. The plasma is considered to be unlim-
ited along the magnetic field. The equilibrium distribu-
tion function of plasma particles of a specie « (ion or

electron) should depend on variables &, ,, t,,, V;,

where

m v? m r?

=“Ti+eCD(r), Hipes =”‘Tw°"+ myv,r . (2)

To determine the particular form of the dependence
on variables (2) it is necessary to know the conditions
under which the plasma was produced. One of the vari-
ous possible methods of plasma production in crossed
E, and B, fields is a sharp application of an electric

field to plasma produced in advance in a magnetic field.
Yet another method is the ionization of neutral gas in
the system in which the crossed fields already exist.
Such a scenario of plasma production takes place, for
example, in a Penning discharge. We assume both ways
to be identical ones. Further by saying the phrase "the
appearance of a charged particle in crossed fields" we
shall imply either sharp application of a radial electric
field in plasma or ionization of the neutral atoms.
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Let assume that the particle of « specie appears in
the crossed fields with the initial values of the radial

coordinate r, and velocity components Vg, V,q, V,q -

The probability that, moving in crossed fields, the parti-
cle resides in the phase volume de, ,dz,,dv, is equal

to:

2 2
m, Iy @,
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where V2o = V7 +V5. Such a form of the dependence
of the probability density is a consequence of the con-
servation laws of energy and angular momentum of a
particle. If before the particles appearance in crossed
fields they have a certain distribution on the coordinates
and velocities f, (o, V,0,V,0:V40) » then the probability
of the particle to belong to the phase volume
de | ,d 4, dv, Iodip v dv, o dv,g is equal to:

dp = 5(81_05 -

dP = f(Iy, V0, V;0)dprodry Avig AV, v, (4)

To obtain the particle distribution function, it is neces-

sary to integrate the expression (4) over the variables

0, Vros Vipo» Vo - Let suppose that the distribution func-

tion f, (1, Vro,Vy0, Vo) IS given by the following ex-

pression:

2 2
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XY (p—r,), (5)

where n, and v, are the density and the thermal ve-

locity of the particles before their appearance in the
crossed fields. If the n, and vy, do not depend on the

radius, then the distribution function of plasma particles
in crossed fields is as follows:
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where 1I,(x) is the Bessel modified function, Q, is
the angular velocity of the particles drift motion in

crossed fields:
8ed,
2 .2 |

(6)
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For the quadratic dependence of the potential on the
radius, Q) is constant. In the frame of reference rotat-
ing with the angular velocity O, a particle of specie

a makes a circular motion like Larmor rotation in the
magnetic field. The modified cyclotron frequency

W = (29, + @, ) plays the role of the cyclotron fre-
quency in this case. The Larmor radius p, as well as
the radial coordinate of the center of the Larmor circle
R, (variables of the guiding center of the particle) are
related to the variables &,, and w,, by the following
relations [1]

1
Pa "0, a) m—(ﬂ ~Qu44,) | ®)

a
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R =—— - | =
a (29a+a)ca)\/m (21

a

+H(Q, + g ),) . (9)

Note that p, and R, are also integrals of motion. Dis-
tribution function in the variables of the guiding center

has the following form
QO{ (Qa + @, a)
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Equation (10) presents the wanted distribution function
of particles in crossed fields with an arbitrary relation-
ship between the energy of their motion in the electric
field and their energy of thermal motion.

2. EXPRESSIONS FOR THE DISTRIBUTION
FUNCTION IN THE LIMITING CASES

Now we consider the limiting cases of the distribu-
tion function for different limiting ratios of the thermal
velocity v;, and the velocity of the drift motion of the
guiding center R, Q.

First, let assume that v, ~0, while the anode po-
tential @, is high enough so that the following inequal-

ity is valid for the most of the plasma volume (except of
the paraxial region)

RePuQ(Qq + 0e0)>VEo. (1)
Then, we can use the asymptotic form for the large val-
ues of the Bessel functions argument, 1o(x)~e*/v/2zx .
In this case the distribution function (10) has the form
Ny
ZﬂvTZ-O\/Qa (Qa + ay,, ) R, P

an (pa’ Ra’vz):

2
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(12)
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It follows from Eq. (12), that the main contribution to
the equilibrium distribution function comes from parti-
cles, which satisfy the condition:

Qa Ra ~ (Qa + @, )pa >Vrg - (13)
Inequality (13) determines the approximation of a
strong radial electric field at which the thermal velocity
of the particles before their appearance in crossed fields
is much less than the velocity of the particle drift in
crossed fields, Q, > ., . Note that the approximation
of a strong radial electric field (13) differs from that
approach, taken in [2, 3], where the criterion of a strong
electric field is also the inequality V;, <Q,R, (besides
the condition vy, =0). In contrast to the latter condi-

tion, the criterion (13) admits the same order of magni-
tude for Q, and «,, . In the limiting case v, =0, the

distribution function (12) degenerates into & -function:

fou (0 R )~ 3R, ~ (@ + 00}, F ). (1)
Similar ion distribution function in the form of & -
function was considered in [2, 3], where the problem of
the excitation of the ion cyclotron instability of the
plasma in crossed B and E, fields has been solved.

Let assume now that the inequality opposite to (13)
holds,

R, 2.2, (Q, + @, )<V, . (15)

This inequality corresponds to the case of a weak elec-

tric field. In this case, the distribution function (10)
takes the form:

n
fo p ,R ,V :—0
(Bt~ e,
o DR (@ v fpl
2v2 2v2 2v2
VTo VTo VTo

<Y (R, +p,—1y). (16)
The smallness of the velocity of the drift motion in
comparison to the thermal velocity, Q R, <v;q, (the
approximation of weak radial electric field) is sufficient

condition for the inequality (15). In fact, the inequality
Q,R, <V, is equivalent to the condition Q, <, ,

that is also a criterion of a weak electric field. We also
note that despite the uniform ionization along the radius,
the distribution function (16) is Gaussian on radial co-
ordinate of the guiding centre.

CONCLUSIONS

The expression for the equilibrium distribution func-
tion for plasma particles in crossed longitudinal mag-
netic and radial electric field is derived using the prob-
abilistic approach. This expression takes into account
non-zero initial velocity of the atoms before the ioniza-
tion and includes the product of the modified Bessel
function and exponential (11) whose arguments are the
coordinates of the guiding centre.

Limiting expressions are obtained from the general
expression for the distribution function for the cases of
strong (12) and weak (16) radial electric field. These
expressions are consistent with the previously obtained
expressions.
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OYHKIUA PACHPEJEJEHUA YACTHUIL IIVIA3ZMBI B ITPOJIOJIBHOM MATHUTHOM
N PAIUAJIBHOM 3JIEKTPHYECKOM IOJIAX

.B. Hubucoes

Pemaercsi 3ajmaya 00 ompezeneHuM (GYHKIMM paclpeeieHdss YacTHIl B IUla3Me, KOTOpas CO3/4aeTcsi B
CKpEIIEHHBIX MPOJOJIFHOM MarHUTHOM U PaJHMaIbHOM dJIeKTpHYecKoM moiisix. [Ipeamnosnaraercs, 4to GyHKIMs pac-
NpeJIeNIeHHs 0 CKOPOCTSIM YacTHUI[ OCTATOYHOIO Ta3a JI0 ero HOHMU3AIMY, UM HAaYyalIbHOI IJ1a3Mbl, IPEKIE YeM OHa
MOSIBJISIETCS. B CKPELICHHBIX TMOJAX, SIBJSIETCS MAaKCBEJUIOBCKOM C  HEHYJEBOW TEIJIOBOW CKOPOCTBIO.
OO6pazoBaBmIvecs: 4acTHIBI IDIa3MBI 3aTeM [IBIDKYTCS B CKPELICHHBIX NOJIIX Oe3 croikHoBeHWH. Ilomydennas
(yHKIMS pacnpesiesieHus 3alicaHa B KOOpAMHATaX Bexyliero eHTpa. [lomydeHs! Takke BoIpaKEHHS sl PYHKINN
pacnpeieneHus B IPeJeIbHBIX CIIydasX CHIBHOTO M CJIa00Tro AIIEKTPUIECKUX TOJIEH.

OYHKIIA PO3IIOALTY YACTHUHOK IVIAZMH B ITIO3J0OB’KHbOMY MATHITHOMY
I PAAJTAJIBHOMY EJEKTPUYHOMY HOJIAX

/I.B. Qidicos

Po3B’s3aH0 3a7ady mpo BH3HAUEHHS (YHKIIT pO3MOMALTY YaCTHMHOK Yy TUIa3Mi, sIKa CTBOPIOETHCS B CXPEIICHHUX
MO3/I0BKHBOMY MarHiTHOMY 1 paJiaJIbHOMYy €JIeKTPUYHOMY IOJIAX. BBaxxaeThcs, mo (GyHKIIS po3NOAiTy 3a MIBHA-
KOCTSIMU YaCTHHOK 3aJIMIIKOBOTO ra3y J0 HOoro ioHi3arlii, ab0 MOYaTKOBOi IUIa3MH, TEPII HiXK BOHA 3'SBIsLIACS B
CXPEIICHHUX MOJIAX, € MAKCBEIIBCHKOIO 3 HEHYJIHOBOK TEIUIOBOO MIBUAKICTIO. YAaCTHHKH IUIA3MH, 1[0 YTBOPHIIHCS,
PYXaroThCs Aajli B CXPEIICHUX MOJAX 0e3 31TKHEeHb. 3100yTy (PyHKIIiI0 pO3MOIiTy 3anucaHo B KOOPAWHATAX BEIyd0-
O IeHTpa. 3100yTO TaKOX BHpasM Uil PyHKIIT po3NOAiay B TpaHUYHHUX BHIAJIKaX CHILHOTO Ta CIa0KOTO €JIEeKTpH-
YHHX MOJIB.
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