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ON THE SYSTEMATIC POSITION OF TWO EURYTOMID GENERA:

EUDECATOMA ASHMEAD AND SYCOPHILA WALKER
(HYMENOPTERA, CHALCIDOIDEA)

IIpo cHcremaTHyHe noxoxeHHs polis Eudecatoma A s hme ad Ta Sycophila Walker
(Hymenoptera, Eurytomidae). 3epopa M. JI. — Ha ocHOBi BHBYEHHA MOPQONOTIHHHX
0coOMBOCTEH THITOBHX BHAIB poliB Fudecatorna A sh m e ad, 1904 ta Sycophila Walker,
1871 06cTOOTBCA CAMOCTIHHICT BKAa3aHHX POJiB, AKa OyJia IocTaB/ieHa ITiJl CYMHIB V ITpallsax
BUIOMOro Xansuuaonora 3. boy4yeka (Boucek, 1974, 1988). [TokasaHo, 1o Npo caMOCTIHHICTh
HA3BAHMX POIB CBUIYATH TAKOX JdaHi npo TpodiuyHi 3B’A3KM Ta OCcOOJIMBOCTI NMOIIMPEHHSA
BHMJIIB, AKI 10 HUX BKIIOYAIOTHCH.

Knw4vosi cnosa Hymenoptera, Eurytomidae, Eudecatoma, Sycophila, mopdonoris,
TpodiyHi 3B’A3KH, MOIIMPEHHA, TAKCOHOMIYHUIH CTaTyC.

O cHcTemaTHyYecKoM nosoXeHHH poaoB Eudecatoma A s hme a d w Sycophila Walker
(Hymenoptera, Eurytomidae). 3eposa M. JI. - Ha ocHOBaHMH HCCENOBaHHA MOPQOIOTHH
THIOBBIX BHAOB ponoB FEudecatoma A s h m ¢ a d, 1904 u Sycophila W a 1l k e 1, 1871
OTCTAMBAECTCA MHEHHE O CAMOCTOATE/IBHOCTH YKa3aHHBIX POIOB, KOTopasd OBIA NMOJABEpPIrHyTa
COMHEHMIO B paboTax M3BecTHoro xaasuuaonora 3.boyueka (Boucek, 1974, 1988). B xayecree
NOTNOMTHUTEIIBHBIX APTYMEHTOR B 10/1b3Y CAMOCTOATE/IBHOCTH ITHX POMOB NPUBJICYCHBI IAHHbIC
Mo TPOPHYECKHM CBA3AM M OCODEHHOCTAM PACIIPOCTPAHEHMA BKIIOYAEMBIX B HMX BHIOB.

Knwuess e cnopa: Hymenoptera, Eurytomidae, Eudecatoma, Sycophila, mopdonorus,

Fig. 1. Structural de-
tails of Sycophila and
FEudecatoma typespe-
cies: 1 — 3 — S. de-
catomoides Walkr.,
lectotype male (/ —
dorsal aspect, 2 —
lateral aspect, 7 —
forewing venation,
fragment); 4 —
E.batatoides A s h-
m ¢ 4 d, syntype male
(lateral aspect with
enlarged sculpture
fraginent).
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Fig. 2. Structural details
of Eudecatoma species:
1, 2 E. batatoides
A s hmead, syntype
female, 3 — 4

E. flavicollis W a l K e 1,
female (1, 5 — lateral
aspect, 2, 4 — venation);
5 E. submutica
T ho m s o n, male.

rpodMHCCKHE CBA3H, PACIIPOCTpaHeHHE, TAKCOHOMMYCCKUH cTatyc.

Following Dr. Z.Boucek’s opinion (1974, 1988) who sunk Fudecatoma A s h m ¢ a d, 1904 in
synonymy of Sycophila W a1 k e r, 1871, most of recent entomologists do not accept their distinet
status (Abdoul-Rassoul, 1980; Pujade,1994; Narendran, 1994 et al.). Contrary to the above, an opinion
in fuvour of distinct status of these two generic taxa have been substantiated in my previous publicat
ions on Eurytomid taxonomy (Zerova, 1978, 1988). Since cited papers were published in Ukrainian
and Russian respectively and thus occurred to be almost completely unavailable to foreign students,
expressed therein viewpoint still requires some additional arguments to escape misunderstanding.

First of all, I would like to call attention to a publication of Boucek, Watsham, Wiebes (1981)
in which a number Sycophila species, ecologically associated with Ficus spp. fruits in South Africa,
were described as new. As pointed out in this paper, described species are characteristic with thick-
ened (sometimes significantly) hind femora. Later on, Boucek (1988) indicated some other specific
morphological features in Sycophila species associated with Fieus spp. hostplants: more flattened
sculpture, lack of cellular or reticular pattern common to Holarctic species, previously assigned to
Eudecatorna. 1t should be emphasized that in doing so Boucek accepted these differences as of
secondary importance only.

However, almost contemporaneously with Boucek (1988), the author have published a generic
revision of the world fauna Furytomidae (Zerova, 1988). Taking into consideration Boucek’s opin-
ion on FEudecatoma and Sycophila identity (Boucek, 1974), a special attention have been paid to the
type species examination of these genera.

Examined material. Sycophila decatomoides W alk e r (% lectotype, Boucek, 1974), received
on loan from the British Museum (Natural History), London (Hym. type 5.14); Decatoma batatoides
Ashmead (4 ¥, 7 syntypes), received on loan from the Smithsonian Institution, U.S.National
Museum of Natural History, Washington, D.C. (Paratype Hym. IV 25497 — U.S.N.M.).

As a result of the examination undertaken, the type species of Sycophila, S. decatomoides, is
found to be characteristic with pronouncedly thickened hind femora in both sexes, slightly enlarged
hind coxae, very long petiolus of the abdomen in both sexes and flattened head and thorax covers,
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without cellular sculpture (fig.1, 1, 2).

Similar morphological features are also characteristic of other Sycophila species developing on
Ficus spp. fruits mostly as inquilins as judged from published data (Boucek, 1974, Boucek et al., 1981).

The type specics of Eudecatoma — E. (Decatoma) batatoides A s h m ¢ a d is characteristic with
coarse cellular head and dorsal surafce of the thorax sculpture, absence of notable incrassation of fore-
and, especially hind femora in both sexes, not enlarged hind coxae, and moderately elongated petiolus
in both females and males (fig.1, 4). All these peculiarites, emphasized in the original description of E.
(D.) batatoides A s h m ¢ a d (1881: 136), are shared with other, inclusive Palacarctic Fudecatoma
species (E. mellea C ut tis, E. biguttata S w ¢ d., E. submutica Th o m s., E. concinna B o h., E.
flavicollis W a1 k., E. variegata C urt., E. stagnalis E 1 d.). These species have not more thickened hind
femora, nor enlarged hind coxa and less elongated petiolus of abdomen than in §. decatomoides, and
also differ by cellular sculpture of the head and thorax covers (fig.2, 3—35). Furthermore, the species
formerly assigned to Eudecatoma are parasitoids of the gall-forming Hymenoptera and Diptera.

Giving credit to Dr. Z.Boucek for his highest authority and unique knowledge of tropical chalcidid
fauna, the author of this paper can not, however, keep out of recognition of two species groups within
genus Sycophila (in wide Boucek’s sense) as identified upon type species of Sycophila W a 1 k. and
Fudecatoma A s h m. nominal genera. The availability of these two specific groups is out of doubt, the
question to solve is to what taxonomic rank they should be assigned. The following fact is worthy of a
special attention. The modem students in Eurytomidae biosystematics emphasize a significant role of
their trophic connections in the evolution of certain genera (Zerova, 1992). In this respect, the differ-
ences not only in morphology, but also in distribution and bionomics between Sycophila and Eudecaroma
species are quite significant. The species of Sycophila are distributed over the Oriental, Nearctic and
Aust ralian regions but not Palaearctics, developing exclusively in Ficus spp. figs as inquilins. The Fudecatoma
species are of cosmopolitan occurrence, mostly parasitizing gall-forming cynipids.

Taking into account the above, it seems possible to retain the separate, distinct status for
genera Fudecatoma and Sycophila which, though closely related, pronouncedly differ in their morp
hology, biology and distribution.
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C. H. Dapuneu

MOP®OJIOTUA AULIEKIAIA TAXUH HEKOTOPBIX POIOB TPHBbI
EXORISTINI (DIPTERA, TACHINIDAE)

Mopdonoris siuexIany MyX-TAXHH JeAxux poaie Tpu6u Exoristini (Diptera, Tachinidae).
@apunews C. I. — Oman GyNoBH AHLEKIATY NpPEICTABHHKIE 7 poniB TpuOM, Tabiuus Ui
BH3HAYCHHA POJIB 33 O3HAKAMH AHLCKIALY.

Knwuosi cxaosa: Diptera, Tachinidae, Exoristini, Mopdosioris, siueknan, Ilaneapkruka.

Ovipositor Morphology of Certain Tachinid Fly Genera of the Tribe Exoristini (Diptera,
Tachinidae). Farinets S. I. — A review of ovipositor strcture in representatives of 7 genera of
the tribe, a key to genera based on ovipositor characters.
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