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FROM THE HISTORY
OF THE STATE HISTORICAL AND
ARCHITECTURAL RESERVE «<ANCIENT KYIV»

The State Historical and Architectural Reserve «Ancient Kyiv» is unique in
terms of intension in percentage terms of monuments in ordinary buildings, loca-
tion, number of varieties of objects of cultural heritage, their chronological range,
character, and value. As of 2020, there were about 400 cultural heritage sites with-
in the 175 hectares of the protected area. Today, the history of the Reserve can be
formally divided into several periods and, in the context of the developed period-
ization, based on regulatory documents and factual material, reveal important
and significant events in its activities.
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The Reserves are a key element in the development of
historical consciousness, an influential factor in the forma-
tion of a single Ukrainian national identity and the estab-
lishment of unifying values in society. Each of them has its
own unique history, each has gained its own experience in
solving the complex of protection of monuments and muse-
um questions, different from others in the forms and meth-
ods of work. Therefore, the study and systematization of the
scientific heritage of the reserves of the city of Kyiv, the gen-
eralization and use of advanced experience will allow the
development of new approaches to identify, research, pre-
serving, using and popularizing objects of cultural heritage,
(hereinafter referred to as the OCH), specify ways to opti-
mize the work of reserves in this direction.

The territory of the State Historical and Architectural Re-
serve «Ancient Kyiv» (hereinafter — the SHAR «Ancient Kiev»;
Reserve) includes powerful archaeological layers with a depth
of up to 10-12 m with complex archaeological monuments
as national significance («The city of Volodymyr - the deti-
nets of ancient Kyiv with the foundations of The Church of
the Tithes» with the components — the remains of the foun-
dations of churches and palaces with settlements), and lo-
cal significance («Cultural layer of Podil», «Cultural layer of
Zamkova hora», «Cultural layer of Dytynka», etc.) [1]. Also, on
the territory of the Reserve there is a landscape monument —
«Historical landscape of the Kyiv mountains and the valley of
the river Dnipro», monuments of urban planning and archi-
tecture: the complex of St Pokrovsky Monastery (1888-1898),
the complex of the Bratsk Epiphany Monastery and the Kyiv
Theological Academy (XVII-XX centuries), the complex of the
Ilinska Church (XVII-XX centuries), the complex of the As-
cension Florovsky Convent (XVII-XIX centuries), the com-
plex of the Church of Mykoly Naberezhnoho (XVIII-XX centu-
ries). There are a number of special architectural and historical
monuments: the Mykola Prytyska Church (1695-1707), the
Old Contracts House (1799-1801), the New Contracts House
(1815-1817), the Kyiv Theological Seminary, (1899-1901), the
Church of Holy Virgin (1766—-1772) [2]; monuments to Prince
Volodymyr, Magdeburg Law, Ukrainian philosopher and poet
G. Skovoroda and others have been installed. In addition to

unique complexes and individual monuments of national and
local significance, they have just been discovered that will be-
come important tourist and recreational objects in the future.

In our opinion, since the end of 1970, the idea of creat-
ing the Reserve was born when the need arises to ensure the
protection of the historical and cultural heritage of the ur-
ban core, which in its territorial definition was based on the
results of long-term scientific research in 1960-1970. 1990
characterized by the intensive development of the Reserve.
This period matches with the state processes in Ukraine, which
had a direct impact on increasing interest in Ukrainian mon-
uments and the self-identification of Ukrainian society. The
end of 1990 of XX - to the present — a period of sustainable
development of the reserve as a structural subdivision of the
Kyiv Scientific and Methodological Center for the protection,
restoration, and use of historical, cultural, and protected ar-
eas (hereinafter — KSMC).

The prehistory of the foundation of the Reserve is asso-
ciated with extensive research work, which preceded 1966 —
the approval of the General plan of Kyiv and the draft detailed
planning of Podil, when the historical territory of the district
received a new status of cultural, educational and tourist ter-
ritory, the functionality of which was calculated for 1.5-2 mil-
lion visitors annually. The Ukrainian special scientific and
restoration production department of the State Construc-
tion Committee of the Ukrainian SSR carried out a historical
and cultural inventory of the buildings of Podil, the initia-
tor and customer of which was the Ukrainian Society for the
Protection of Historical and Cultural Monuments (hereinaf-
ter - USPHCM) [3]. The result was the substantiation of the
special status of architectural reserves for the development
complexes of the old Podil, as well as the concept of the proj-
ect of the park-museum «Ancient Kyiv», the authors of which
were architects A. Miletskyi, M. Kholostenko, and archaeolo-
gists P. Tolochko and M. Braichevskyi.

March 19, 1973, by the decision of the executive committee
of the Kyiv City Council of People’s Deputies No. 422 «On the
creation of archaeological protected areas and architectur-
al reserves, regulation zones and protected landscape zones
in Kyiv», separate territories or complexes of monuments
were declared architectural reserves, which today are includ-
ed in the SHAR «Ancient Kyiv»: the estate of the Ascension
Florivsky Convent, the estate of the former the Bratsk Epiph-
any Monastery and the Kyiv Theological Academy; quarter
within the boundaries of the street Naberezhno-Khreshcha-
tytska, Naberezhno-Mykilska, Pochainynska and Illinska, as
well as Akademika Zelinskoho Street. In particular, accord-
ing to the project proposal of the Kyivproject institute, a his-
torical and archaeological park-museum «Ancient Kyiv» was
created [4]. The following decision of the executive commit-
tee of the Kyiv City Council of People’s Deputies according to
No. 920 of July 16, 1979 «On clarifying the boundaries of his-
torical and cultural reserves and protected zones of historical
and cultural monuments city of Kyiv» approved the bound-
aries of historical and architectural reserves on the territory
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of Kyiv, their status and regimes of use, clarified by the head
office «Kyivproject» with the participation of the Institute of
Theory, History and Perspective Problems of Soviet Architec-
ture, the Institute of Archeology of the Academy of Sciences
of the Ukrainian SSR and USPHCM [5].

These reserves were created, but in fact, they did not func-
tion. The status of reserves under the Law of the USSR and
the Law of the Ukrainian SSR «On the Protection and Use of
Historical and Cultural Monuments» made it possible to pro-
hibit construction that was not related to the improvement of
their territory or the restoration of necessary monuments, and
also regulated construction, restoration, earthworks and other
works within the reserves, carried out following the regulations
on them based on a separate project (with some adjustments,
the status and regulations for the use of these territories are
confirmed by the order of the Kyiv City State Administration
(hereinafter - KCSA) dated 17.05.2002 No. 979) [6].

A few years later, the idea of creating the SHAR «Ancient
Kyiv» was realized. On May 18, 1987, the corresponding Res-
olution of the Council of Ministers of the USSR No. 183 was
adopted. According to the Resolution, at the request of the
Kyiv City Executive Committee, the Ministry of Culture of the
Ukrainian SSR, USPHCM, agreed with the State Planning Com-
mittee of the Ukrainian SSR, the State Construction Commit-
tee of the Ukrainian SSR, the USSR Ministry of Finance, the
Academy of Sciences of the Ukrainian SSR, the Council of Min-
isters of the Ukrainian SSR, a complex of monuments within
the historical center of Kyiv was declared the State Histori-
cal and Architectural Reserve «Ancient Kyiv». The document
notes the need to approve its organizational and administra-
tive documentation, including urban planning, which deter-
mined the fundamental decisions of development, planning,
building, and other use of the reserve territory with the cor-
responding lists of monuments [7].

The next Decision of the Executive Committee of the Kyiv
City Council of People’s Deputies No. 976 of October 10, 1988,
approved the boundaries of the SHAR «Ancient Kyiv» and
measures to ensure its activities. According to the decision,
the territory of the reserve was 175 hectares, which includ-
ed ensembles and complexes of monuments of architecture,
urban planning, history and archeology, monumental art of
the historical center of Kyiv, including the park-museum «An-
cient Kyiv». In total, there were 113 monuments of state and
local importance and about 150 newly identified monuments
within the limits of the Postal Square on the street Naberezh-
no-Khreshchatytska to street Verkhnii Val; on the street Verkh-
nii Val to street Smirnova-Lastochkina (now — Voznesenskyi
uzviz); on the street Smirnova-Lastochkina to Kyianivskyi
lane; along Kyianivskyi lane to street Velyka Zhytomyrska,
on the street Velyka Zhytomyrska to Mykhailivska Square
and the funicular; from the funicular to the Postal Square,
with the historical territory of the St. Pokrovsky Monastery
and the monuments of Volodymyr and Magdeburg Law [8].

According to the approved Regulation, the Reserve became
a separate legal entity, a specially authorized body for the pro-
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tection, use, restoration, and popularization of monuments
included in its boundaries, as well as a scientific, cultural, and
educational institution subordinate to the Main Department
of Culture of the City Executive Committee. The main tasks
of the reserve were: ensuring compliance with the regime
within the reserve and preserving the unique urban histori-
cal environment in the living structure of the city, as well as
research, protection, expedient use, and popularization of im-
movable monuments that were included in its composition.
All these tasks were carried out through systematic scientif-
ic and technical supervision of all types of construction, res-
toration, and restoration work on the monuments of the re-
serve and background buildings, balancing and placing lease
agreements on the appropriate monuments, as well as orga-
nizing exposition and tourist and excursion work. Thus, the
directorate must act in accordance with the general develop-
ment plan and the program for the complex regeneration of
the reserve, within the framework of this work, performing a
number of important coordination and control functions. All
planning projects for development and reconstruction, deci-
sions on the allotment of land for new construction, for the
completion or demolition of existing buildings and structures
within the reserve, as well as decisions related to the adapta-
tion and use of monuments, their reconstruction, repair, res-
toration, improvement of the territory of the reserve must be
coordinated by the relevant departments and executive com-
mittees of district councils of people’s deputies with the Di-
rectorate of the SHAR «Ancient Kyiv». The Reserve was fi-
nanced from budgetary allocations, special funds received for
renting buildings on the reserve’s balance sheet, conducting
excursions, organizing exhibitions, income from workshops,
selling printed publications and other cultural and educa-
tional services, as well as earmarkings [9].

There is the structure of the SHAR «Ancient Kyiv», approved
in 1989, which provides an opportunity to reproduce the dom-
inant directions of its work. Thanks to the efforts of the pub-
lic asset USPHCM, in particular, its head P.T. Tronko, the first
directorate of the Reserve, headed by the director and a fa-
mous architect and memorial protector V.A. Sikorskyi made
a lot of efforts to develop the Reserve. The structure includ-
ed an administrative and managerial apparatus; maintenance
personnel and research departments and sectors as follows:

- research department for the study of cultural monu-
ments: sector of scientific registration of cultural monuments;

- research department for the use of cultural monuments:
exposition sector;

- research department «Kyiv-Mohyla Academy»: sector of
the ensemble Chervona Ploscha;

- scientific and coordination department for the protec-
tion of cultural monuments: sector of project expertise; sec-
tor of protection of monuments;

- scientific and coordination department for the resto-
ration of cultural monuments: economic planning sector,
restoration sector;

- the sector of a complete set of repair and restoration works;
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- the sector of adaptation of cultural monuments.

Over time, the structure of the SHAR «Ancient Kyiv»
changed due to the reduction of some departments and be-
came laconic, each department was responsible for a certain
direction of the Reserve’s work. For several years of museum,
cultural and educational activities of the Reserve, this direc-
tion gradually began to narrow, and in 1992, by the decision of
the directorate, it was recognized as irrelevant and unprom-
ising, and the fund collection collected over four years of ex-
istence (about 10000 museum items) was transferred to the
fund Museum of the history of the city of Kyiv.

A year later, dramatic changes took place regarding the
status of the SHAR «Ancient Kyiv». By the order of the rep-
resentative of the President of Ukraine dated January 15,
1993, No. 46, the Reserve, as a monument protection body,
was subordinated to the Committee for the Protection and
Restoration of Historical, Cultural and Historical Environ-
ment Monuments (Department for the Protection of Histor-
ical, Cultural and Historical Environment Monuments, ac-
cording to the order of the Kyiv City State Administration of
28/11/1996 No. 1831 (hereinafter referred to as the Depart-
ment) [10]. According to the new regulation on the Reserve,
its functions were somewhat expanded, it provided for par-
ticipation in international cooperation [11].

As a result of such an order, in the subordination of the
Department, the SHAR «Ancient Kyiv» and the Scientific and
Methodological Center for State Registration, Control, and Pro-
tection of Historical and Cultural Monuments of Kyiv, which
in some areas of work duplicated certain functions, functioned
simultaneously. To resolve this issue, as well as to increase
the efficiency of activities and unite the efforts of individu-
al organizations in ensuring the protection of the historical
and cultural heritage of the city the Kyiv City State Admin-
istration, it was decided by order No. 1421 of September 15,
1997, to reorganize the Reserve and the Scientific and Meth-
odological Center for State Registration, Control and Protec-
tion of Historical Monuments and culture of the city of Kyiv.
The reorganization took place through a merger and the cre-
ation on their basis of an institution — the state organization
«Kyiv Agency for the Protection, Conservation and Use of His-
torical, Cultural Monuments and Protected Areas» (the KNMC
- according to the Order of the Kyiv City State Administra-
tion of 19.03.1988 No. 556) [12], which could set up monu-
ments protection work and control of restoration and con-
struction activities in historic buildings throughout the city.

Thus, the KNMC was created, the sphere of interests of the
new institution spread to the entire territory of the city with
all the variety of immovable cultural heritage. The main task
of the new structure was the practical solution of the prob-
lems of protection, use, accounting, and popularization of
monuments, as well as the implementation of state policy,
international principles for the protection and use of mon-
uments of archeology, history, architecture and art on the
territory of the city of Kyiv. According to the regulation ap-
proved by the order of the Kyiv City State Administration of

December 31, 1999, No. 101, buildings, structures, and mon-
uments located on the territory of the reserve were fixed ac-
cording to the KNMC [13].

It is known about the further fate of the Reserve that since
1997 it continued to exist as a structural subdivision of the
Center with its branches «Peter’s House», the Post House, the
Museum of History of St. Michael’s Golden-Domed Monas-
tery, and permanent expositions at the address: Andriivskyi
uzviz, 5/31. At the same time, the specialization of the de-
partments of the «Ancient Kyiv» reserve, which participat-
ed in all areas of the KNMC activity, not only remained un-
changed but also intensified.

The beginning of the XXI century made its own adjust-
ments to the life and activities of the SHAR «Ancient Kyiv».
During the first decade, a number of legal and regulatory
documents were adopted to regulate the status and activi-
ties of the reserve.

December 27,2001, the SHAR «Ancient Kyiv» by the Resolu-
tion of the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine No. 1761 was includ-
ed in the list of monuments of national importance entered in
the State Register of Immovable Monuments of Ukraine [14].

May 17, 2002, according to Appendix No. 1, «The limits of
historical and cultural reserves and zones of protection of
historical and cultural monuments on the territory of Kyiv»,
the order of the Kyiv City State Administration under No. 979
approved the territory of the Reserve [15].

September 25, 2003, the Kyiv Council adopted Decision
No. 59/933 to reorganize the KNMC by separating a struc-
tural unit - the State Reserve «Ancient Kyiv» and the cre-
ation on its basis of the State Historical and Architectural
Reserve «Ancient Kyiv» [16]. Before the adoption of the rel-
evant decision in August 2003, the Ministry of Culture and
Arts of Ukraine, as a government body in the field of cultural
heritage protection, addressed a letter to the State Construc-
tion Committee of Ukraine, regional and city state adminis-
trations, where it emphasized that the activities of the said
reserve were complicated by the lack of a clear definition of
boundaries, the listed property, legal forms of organization,
problems of interaction with local authorities, the uncertain-
ty of the legal status of objects located within it. According
to the decree of the Ministry of Culture and Arts of Ukraine,
city state administrations were supposed to provide during
2002-2004. Determination of boundaries and regimes of his-
torical areas of settlements, but this program was not imple-
mented. The management, in turn, noted that museum and
fund work favored the activities of the SHAR «Ancient Kyiv».
In this status, the Reserve functioned for about six months.
Taking into account the state policy in the field of cultural
heritage protection in terms of the existence of reserves in
the infrastructure of historical cities, taking into account the
adopted Law of Ukraine «On the protection of cultural her-
itage», having analyzed the activities of the reserve, as well
as the prospects for its existence in the future, the deputies
of the Kyiv City Council on May 27, 2004, decided to cancel
the decision N2 59/933 «On the creation of the state histori-
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cal and architectural reserve «Ancient Kyiv».

Today, according to the regulation approved by order of
the KNMC dated June 16, 2009, No. 38, the SHAR «Ancient
Kyiv» is a specially authorized monument protection body
within its protected area, a cultural and educational institu-
tion in the structure of the KNMC. The structure of the Re-
serve consists of a directorate and subsequent departments:
department for the study of monuments; department of funds;
exposition preparation department; department of a protect-
ed area; department of museums; department of revaloriza-
tion. Over the past 10 years, the SHAR was headed by archi-
tects and protectors of memorials I.P. Melnikov, V.M. Sobtsov,
S.M. Gruzdo, and others. The work of the Reserve was carried
out in the following directions:

1. Research activities in the field of studying and account-
ing for the immovable object of cultural heritage (OCH) in
the protected area.

2. Protection of immovable OCH in the protected area,
monitoring of their condition and use, implementation of
measures for their revalorization and rehabilitation.

3. Scientific fund, research, and restoration activities.

4. Cultural and educational activities.

Summarizing the above information, we can state that in
order to continue systematic work, the SHAR «Ancient Kyiv»
requires a number of important measures in order to estab-
lish an effective management system and approve its devel-
opment strategy. It is imperative to clarify the boundaries of
the reserve, functional zoning and regimes of use of its ter-
ritory; determination of the scope and timing of repair and
restoration, conservation work and adaptation of the OCH,
landscaping, and arrangement of the reserve; approval of a
promising program for the protection of monuments and ac-
tivities at the objects of the cultural heritage of the reserve;
preparation of proposals for the development of tourist in-
frastructure on the territory of the reserve, activities for the
promotion and presentation of its objects.

TopskoBa A.O. 3 icTopii Jep>kaBHOr0O iCTOPUKO-apXiTeKTypHOro 3a-
noBigHMKa «CrapogaBHiit Kui»

VHikanvHUM 3a HacuueHicmio y 8i0comkogomy 8i0HOWEeHHI nam’imok
00 ps0osoi 3a6y008uU, po3Mauly8aHHsIM, YUCENbHICMI0 Pi3HO8UOI8 06'EK-
mie Ky/nemypHoi cnadwjuHu, ixHim XpoHOoN02iuHUM 0iana3oHOM, Xapak-
mepom i yiHHicmio € JIA3 «CmapodasHiili Kuie». CmaHom Ha 2020 p. y
Mmedxcax 175 zekmapie 3anogioHoi mepumopii Haniuyembcs 6nusvko 400
06’ekmie KynemypHoi cnadwjuHu. Ha cb0200Hi (popmansHo icmopito 3ano-
8i0HUKa MOoxcHa po3dinumu Ha Oekinvka nepiodie ma 6 KoHmexcmi po3-
pobneHoi nepiodusauii Ha 0CHO8i HOpMAMUBHO-NPAB0BUX DOKYMeHMIB i
¢akmonoziuHozo mamepiany po3kpumu Hatlgaxcausiwi ma 3Hakoai no-
0ii 8 liozo disibHocmi. 3 kiHYst 70-x pp. XX cm. 3apodunacey idess cmeo-
peHHs. 3anoeiOHUKa, KOMU 8UHUKIA nompeba y 3abe3neueHHi 0XOPOHU
icmopuko-Ky/1emypHozo Had6aHHs Micbkoz0 0pa, sike y mepumopianis-
HOMY 8U3HaUeHHi 6a3y8anocs HA pe3yibmamax mpueaiux Haykosux 0o-
cniosceny 1960—1970-x pp.

1990-mi pp. xapakmepu3yrmucsl iHMeHCUBHUM p038UMKoOM 3anosio-
Huka. Leil nepiod cnignadae 3 depycagomeopuumu npoyecamu 6 Ykpa-
iHi, wo manu 6e3nocepedHili niue Ha nidsuweHHs iHmepecy 00 yKpa-
THcoKUX nam’amoxk ma camoideHmudikayii ykpaiHcbkozo cycninscmaea.
KiHeyb 1990-x pp. XX — 0o cb0200HI — nepiod cmanozo po3eumky 3ano-
8i0HUKA SIK cmMPYKMYypHOo20 nidpo30iny Kuiecbkozo HayKo80-memoouuHo-
20 YeHmpy No 0XOPOHi, pecmaspayii ma 6UKOpUCMAHHI0 NAM’IMoK icmo-
pii, kynemypu i 3anogioHux mepumopiti. 11 np0o008x#ceHHs NJIAHOMIPHOT
po6omu JIA3 «CmapodasHiii Kuie» nompe6ye ps0 eaxnusux 3axodie 3

Memow Hanazoo0xceHHs e(pekmueHoi cucmemu ynpaseiiHHs ma 3ameep-
OxceHHst cmpamezii tiozo po3sumky. Bkpaili He06XiOHUMU € YMOYHEHHs.
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Mexc 3anogiOHuUKa, PYHKYIOHANbHO20 30HY8AHHSI MA peXcuMie 8UKOpuU-
cmaHs 11020 mepumopii; auaHaueHHst 06¢Azie i Cmpokie npodedeHHs pe-
MOHMHO-pecmaspayiliHux, kKoHcepsayitiHux pobim i npucmocysanHsi OKC,
61az0ycmpotio ma ynopsidxceHHst 3ano8ioHUKa; 3ameepoiceHHs nepcnex-
MueHoi npozpamu nNam’amKO0XOPOHHUX 3ax00ié Ha 06’eKMax Kynvmyp-
Hoi cnadwuHu 3anoeidHuka; nidzomoeka npono3uyiti w000 po38uUmKy
mypucmuuHoi iH¢ppacmpykmypu Ha tiozo mepumopii, 3axodie 3 nonyns-
pusayii ma npesenmayii o6’ekmis.

IDicepenvHa 6asa cknadaemscs 3 MiXHapoOHUX HOpMamueHo-npa-
808UX akmie y cgpepi 0XOpoHU Ky/1bMYypHOT cnadwjuHu, 3aKoHi8 YkpaiHu,
nocma+oe Ka6inemy Minicmpig YkpaiHu, Hakasie i po3nopsioxceHs miHic-
mepcma i gidomcma. BoHu micmsimep 2nubokuil pakmonoziyHuii mamepi-
azn, Ha OCHO8i 51IK020 30ilicCHeHO aHasi3 cmaHy 0XOpoHU ma 36epexceHHs
nam’amok 3anosioHuka.

Kntouoei cnoea: JIA3 «CmapodasHiti Kuie», 06’ekmu KynsmypHoi cnad-
WUHU, nam’amKuU, HOpMamueHo-npasosi 00KyMeHmu.
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