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SKCHepI/IMeHTaJ'II)HOC U YHUCJICHHOC MOAC/IMPOBAaHUE MEXaHU3Ma CIIUAHUSA
TPpEWIUH B MaTepuajgax THUIIA CKAJbHBIX MMOPOA
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* @akynabTeT TPAXKIAHCKOTO CTPOMTENBCTBA, TexHosnorndecknii yuusepcuter Illapud, Terepan,
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° TleHTp KayecTBa COOPYKEHHH W HHXKEHEPHOH celicMonoruu, TeXHONOTMYECKUI YHUBEPCUTET
apu¢, Terepan, Upan

" ®akynpTeT TOPHOTO Jiefa U MeTauTypruu, YHuusepcuret r. Wesn, Upau

Cranvible nopoobl U CKAA0N0000HbLE MAMEPUATbL YACIO PASPYUAIOMCI NPU CHCAMUU 6CLEOCEUE
UHUYUUPOBAHUSL, PACAPOCMPAHCHUS. U CUSHUSL PAHEE 603HUKWUX MUKDOMPewun. Buinoinenst sxcne-
PUMEHMATBHBIE U HUCLCHHbLE UCCACO08ANUS MEXAHUIMA NPOYECCA CAUSHUS MUKPDOMPEWUH 6 Mame-
PUALAX MUNA CKATIbHBIX NOPOO. DKCNEPUMEHMANbHbLE UCCICO08AHUSL BKIIOHAIOM 6 CeOs UCTIbIMAHUS
Ha 00HOOCHOE corcamue 00paA3Y0s, U3L0MOGILCHHbIX U3 CMECU YeMEHMA MApKU NOPMIAHO NYyYyoiaH,
cniodbl u 800bl. CusiHue MUKpOmpewun usyuaemcs. Ha MOHKUX 00pasyax ¢ NOMOWbIO CKAHU-
pyiowe2o 1eKkmponno20 mukpockona. Ilpednonazaemcs, umo 6Kpanienus cuoobl USparom poib
mukpompewun 6 oopazyax. Taxoce npogeodeHvl HEKOMOpPble AHAAUMUYECKUE U YUCICHHbLe UCCLe-
008anus 0151 MOOCAUPOBAHUS IKCNEPUMEHMALLHO HAOIIOOAEeMO20 SAGLeHUSL CAUSHUSL MUKPOMPEWUH 6
obpasyax. J[na oyenku kodpuyuenmos unmencusnocmu nanpsiicenuti no mooe I u Il 6 eepuunax
MUKDOMPEUWUH UCTONL3YEMCA KOCECHHbIUL MEMOO 2PAHUYHBIX JIeMEHNO8 BbLCOK020 NOPAOKA, U36ECHi-
HbllL KAK MEemooO paspuléd NepeMeujeHull 6biCOK020 NOPAOKA, HMO NO360J5em NPUMEHSMb Che-
YUANbHBLE DNEMEHMbL Y GEPUIUHBL MPEWUHbl Ol Y4emd CUHZYIAPHOCIU NOLCU HANPANCCHUN U
nepemeujeHuti 60U GEPUUNLL Mpewunbl. B npoepamme pacuema HanpsiiceHutl UCNONb3Yemcs
Kpumepuil paspyuenusi o MakCUMAIbHbIM KACAMELbHbIM HANPANCEHUSIM 6 PAMKAX JUHEUHOU MeXd-
Huxu paspywenus. Ilpu smom pacnpocmpanenue u ClusHue MUKPOMPEUUH, PACHPEOCIeHHbIX &
CKABHOU NOpode MO CAVYAUHOMY 3AKOHY, OYECHUBALOCH NYMeM HUCICHHO20 MOOCIUPOSAHUS HA
ocHose umepamusnozo anzopumma. Ioryuennvie pacuemuvie pe3yibmamovl CPAGHUBAIOMCS C COON-
6EMCMBYIOWUMU  IKCNEPUMEHMATbHBIMU U YUCTCHHLIMU OAHHOIMU NO CAUSHUIO MUKDOMPEWUH 6
CKANIONOOOOHBIX MAMEPUATAX.

Kniwouegvie cnosa: cnussHue MUKpOTPEIINH, KO3()(GUINEHThl UHTEHCUBHOCTH HANPSHKEHHH,
YHCIICHHOE M 9KCIIEPUMEHTAILHOE MOJEINPOBAHUE, METOJ Pa3pblBa NepeMeNIeHHH BBICO-
KOr0 IOps/IKa, CKaJONOA00HbIE MaTepUalbl.
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Introduction. Microcracks may be considered as the main defects in rocks and rock
materials. Microcracks usually initiate, propagate and coalesce to produce the macrocracks,
which are responsible for the final breaking of brittle solids. One of the most challenging
problems in fracture mechanics is simulation of the failure mechanism and crack propagation
process in brittle solids such as rocks [1—4]. The mechanism of crack propagation in solid
materials can be investigated in micro- and macroscales, which deal with initiation and
propagation of microcracks and bigger cracks, respectively.

The presence of microcracks in solids is the most effective issue pertaining to the
mechanical behavior of brittle materials. It can be found to what extent macrofracturing
mechanism is effected by microfracturing mechanism [5-8].

The mechanical behavior of rocks as the brittle materials also depends on their
micromechanical structure [9]. The microcracks typically nucleate at the pores, inclusions,
sharp microcracks, and triple connections where the stress concentration may occur. The
creation and propagation of microcracks play an important role in predicting the cyclic
breakage process of rocks [10]. The pre-existing microcracks can propagate and extend to
form macrocracks [11]. These macrocracks may be further propagated to form the kinked
or curved cracks containing wing and secondary cracks [12, 13]). The breakage mechanism
of brittle solids with randomly orientated microcracks depends on the degree of micro-
cracks interacting and their coalescence path which may finally leads to a crack in
macroscale. In the failure process of brittle rocks (under uniaxial compression), two types
of cracks may be observed which are originating from the tips of the pre-existing
microcracks (i.e., wing cracks and secondary cracks as shown in Fig. 1).

Wing crack
Secondary crack

ot W
&

Pre-existing microcrack

—

Fig. 1. Wing and secondary cracks observed near the tip of a pre-existing microcrack.

Wing cracks may generally initiate at or near the tips of the pre-existing microcracks
and continue their propagation in a curved form path. The secondary cracks may also
nucleate from the tips of the pre-existing cracks simultanecously or after the wing cracks
nucleation and propagation. [14-17].

Compression tests are of versatile use to perform most experiments on various types
of polycrystalline solids such as geomaterials [14-24]. For example, Cheng-zhi and Ping
[25] have conducted some compression tests on rock-like specimens containing closed
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multi-fissures. The influence of natural flaws inclination angles and the fissures distribution
density on the breakage mechanism of fractured bodies have been studied in their research
work.

Many numerical methods such as finite element method (FEM), boundary element
method (BEM), discrete element method (DEM), and displacement discontinuity method
(DDM) have been developed in the literature which can be effectively used for the
simulation of microcracks initiation and propagation in geomaterials.

The geomaterials such as rocks and concretes are behaving elastically and in a brittle
manner so that the concept of linear elastic fracture mechanics (LEFM) proposed by Irwin
[26 ] may be suitable to study the mechanism of microcracks propagation and coalescence
in these solid substances. Based on LEFM suggestion, the three modes of stress intensity
factors, K| (mode I or opening mode), Ky; (mode II or shearing mode), and Ky (mode
IIT or tearing mode), are being used for crack analysis of brittle materials [26]. Basically,
the three classic fracture criteria; maximum tangential stress criterion (o-criterion), the
minimum energy density criterion (S-criterion) and the maximum energy release rate
criterion (G-criterion) or any modified form of these criteria (e.g., F-criterion which is a
modified energy release rate criterion) have been used to study the crack initiation and
propagation under mixed mode I-II loading conditions (which are the most applicable in
rock fracture mechanics) [27-30]. In most cases either of these three fracture criteria can be
suitably used for fracture analysis of rocks and rock-like materials [31].

Numerical or analytical approaches are mostly used to investigate the rock breakage
mechanism due to complexity of the fracture mechanics problems in brittle materials [32].
In this study, a comprehensive analytical, numerical and experimental approach is developed
to analyze the crack propagation in rocks and rock-like materials under uniaxial compressive
loading. A typical analytical study is presented first, and then several compression tests on
cylindrical specimens of rock-like materials containing microcracks are performed. The
rock-like specimens prepared from PCC, mica sheets (to represent the random microcracks)
and water. These specimens are tested under uniaxial compression in a concrete laboratory.
The same experiments are also simulated numerically by a modified higher-order
displacement discontinuity method where the microcracks’ propagation mechanism are
studied based on Mode I and Mode II SIFs and maximum tangential stress (MTS) criterion.
In this research a modified indirect boundary element method based on the cubic variations
of displacement discontinuities along a straight line microcrack is developed to implement
the special crack tip elements and evaluate the Mode I and Mode II SIFs. A sophisticated
computer code is prepared using a higher-order displacement discontinuity variation with
three equal subelements near each crack end.

The well-known scanning electron microscopy (SEM) technique is used for a direct
observation of microcracks, their propagation paths and coalescence. By comparing the
SEM results of microcrack propagation paths with those numerically predicted, the
proposed numerical method allows one to validate the present microcrack analyses of
rock-like materials.

1. A Center Slant Crack in an Infinite Body. A center slant crack is considered in an
infinite body with a half-length »=35 mm and inclination angle ¢ changing
counterclockwise from the y axis, and the compressive stress o is acting parallel to the y
axis (as shown in Fig. 2). The analytical solution of this typical fracture mechanics problem
is given in the literature [19].

Based on the configuration shown in Fig. 2, the analytical solution for Mode I (Ky)
and Mode 11 (K ;) SIFs in an infinite body containing a center slant crack can be estimated
as

Ki=—-oVnbwy,

)

KH =—0 ﬂwa,
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A,

c oc=10MPa
Fig. 2 Fig. 3

Fig. 2. A center slant crack in an infinite plane under uniaxial compression.
Fig. 3. A center slant microcrack in an infinite body under uniform tension parallel to the y axis.

where o (in MPa) is the compressive stress at the crack initiation state, » (in mm) is half
of the crack length, and @ and @ are the non-dimensional coefficients (depending on
the crack inclination angle ¢) which can be expressed as

I+cos 2p
Ty =",
I 2 ,
sin 2¢ )
wH = ) .

Equations (1) and (2) give the SIFs at the microcrack tips which are affected by the
crack geometry such as the microcrack length b and the microcrack inclination angle ¢.

The center slant crack problem in an infinite body under uniform tension (Fig. 3) has
also been solved by different researchers, e.g., Guo et al. [43] (to compare the accuracy of
different crack analyses).

Most of the previous researchers used the constant element displacement discontinuity
with a special crack tip element but considered different crack inclination angles (e.g.,
¢ =30, 40, 50, 60, 70, and 80°). To evaluate the microcrack initiation angle 6, the
maximum tangential stress criterion (o0 g-criterion), is being used in this microcrack
analysis. Table 1 compares the results of this analysis (using the two dimensional higher-
order displacement discontinuity method (HDDM?" Code) with the results of other models
cited in the literature. As it can be seen in Table 1, the numerical results obtained by
HDDM®" Code are comparatively more accurate.

2. Experiments Performed on Rock-Like Materials with Random Microcracks. A
conventional compressive test apparatus in a concrete or rock mechanics laboratory can be
used to test the specimens of rock-like material. These specimens are the specially prepared
samples from portland pozzolana cement (PPC), water and mica sheets. A typical specimen
is shown in Fig. 4. The mica sheets are approximately 5 mm in size and simulate the
number of random pre-existing microcracks within the rock-like specimens. In this
research, a cylindrical specimen with a height to diameter ratio of 1 (the diameter and
length of the specimens are both equal to 54 mm) is being provided and tested under
uniaxial compression in the laboratory. The ingradients’ mixing ratios and the mechanical
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Table 1
Microcrack Initiation Angle 6, for a Center Slant Microcrack Problem
Obtained by Different Methods

Crack 0,, deg
inclinzlltion Results obtained by HDDM?® code | Results obtained by Guo et al. [35, 36]
;Ijgdzz Cubic elements S-criterion | Experimental | Numerical
30 62.01 63.5 62.4 67.0
40 55.65 56.7 55.1 59.0
50 51.29 49.5 51.1 51.0
60 43.22 41.9 43.1 41.0
70 30.26 31.8 30.7 29.0
80 17.91 18.5 17.3 15.0
Table 2
Ratio of Ingredients and Mechanical Characteristics of Rock-Like Specimen
Ingredients’ ratio (%) Mechanical properties
PPC Mica | Water Tensile Uniaxial Fracture Elastic Poisson’s
sheets strength | compression | toughness modulus ratio
(MPa) strength | (MPa-m!'/?) (GPa)
(MPa)
50.5 5.0 44.5 1.5 3.7 2.0 5.0 0.17

Fig. 4. Experimental set up for uniaxial compression test containing microcracks and the polished
sections used for SEM study.

properties of the rock-like specimens were obtained from the experimental tests performed
in the laboratory and presented in Table 2. All the tests were performed based on ISRM
suggested methods [33, 34]. Then, the polished sections are specially prepared as shown in
Fig. 4. The initiation and propagation of microcracks in the rock-like specimens (containing
random microcracks) are studied by SEM.

In the present analysis, a novel effective method is developed to investigate the wing
crack initiation and propagation (nucleating from the original microcrack tips). The
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polished sections involving random microcracks are specially prepared and studied under
SEM. In preparing the polished sections, it is tried to preserve the breakage surface,
therefore, the polished sections are taken from the central part of the loaded specimens and
are then soaked into a mixture of resin, cobalt oxide and HCL. Some good images are
prepared to visualize the microcracks propagation paths and their coalescence phenomena
during the fracturing process of the rock materials samples.

3. Experimental Results. Two types of emanating cracks form the tips of the
pre-existing microcracks in brittle materials may be produced under uniaxial compressive
loading conditions. The primary wing cracks usually produced due to induced tensile
stresses near the crack ends and secondary cracks (oblique and/or coplanar) which may be
produced due to shear stresses along the crack surfaces. The propagating wing cracks are
expected to extend parallel to the direction of maximum compression.

In a crack propagation process, the secondary cracks may not always appear but the
wing cracks are suddenly appear at the starting point of microcrack growth. These
propagating wing cracks may also further extend to coalesce with the other nearby
microcracks, and forming the final macrocracks. The macrocracks (or bigger cracks) may
propagate and coalesce with other microcracks or cracks to cause the final breakage of the
material.

In this research, a series of uniaxial compression tests are carried out on rock-like
specimens, and the propagation direction of microcracks are determined. Some of the
experimentally observed wing and secondary cracks at the tips of the microcracks are
shown in Figs. 5-8, respectively. It is experimentally observed that the wing cracks occur
when the microcrack inclination angle ¢ (with respect to the loading direction) is between
30 and 80°. The wing cracks may not occur when the pre-existing microcrack angle is less
than 30°. However, it may be deduced that the wing cracks initiation angles ranged between
30 and 70° with respect to the direction of the pre-existing microcracks.

Loading direction

0

Upper tip

9=22°

Lower tip

Fig. 5. Wing cracks observed near the two tips of a pre-existing microcrack in rock-like specimens
under uniaxial compression (¢ = 22°).
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Fig. 6. Wing and secondary cracks observed near the two tips of a pre-existing microcrack in
rock-like specimens under uniaxial compression (¢ =116°).

As shown in Fig. 5, wing cracks initiate at both tips of a microcrack. However,
secondary crack may initiate only at the upper tip of a microcrack. In Fig. 6, wing and
secondary cracks initiate at the same time from the two tips of a microcrack. In Figs. 7 and
8, only the wing cracks are observed and the secondary cracks do not exist.

The rock-like specimens (made from cement, mica sheets and water) have a lower
strength compared to that of natural rocks (such as granite or marble). Due to much lower
strength of mica sheets compared to that of the matrix of the prepared specimens, the mica
sheets are considered to play the role of microcracks within the rock-like samples. The
experimental results obtained by testing such samples are studied by SEM and the
propagation angles and paths of the microcracks are traced. These observations are in good
agreement with the numerical results obtained by the numerical simulations (as explained
in the next section).
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Loading direction

Lowertip

Fig. 7. Wing and secondary cracks observed near the two tips of a pre-existing microcrack in
rock-like specimens under uniaxial compression (¢ = 36°).

4. Numerical Study of Propagation and Coalescence of Random Microcracks.
The experimental tests can be used to visualize the microcracks propagation and
coalescence and also they can be used to validate the proposed numerical simulation
developed in this study for the investigation of rock breakage mechanism due to the
propagation of pre-existing microcracks in rock-like materials. The specimens (representing
rock-like specimen), are made of PPC, water and mica sheets and are tested as explained in
the previous section. In this section, a higher-order displacement discontinuity method is
proposed to simulate the microcrack propagation mechanism in rock-like specimens.

4.1. The Higher-Order Displacement Discontinuity Method. The higher-order
displacement discontinuity method (DDM) is a category of the indirect boundary element
method used for solving the linear elastic problems with specified boundary conditions. A
third-order variation of continuous stress and discontinuous displacement fields at the
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Loading direction

UPPEfﬁP; :; 0=168°

Lowertip

Fig. 8. Wing cracks observed near the two tips of a pre-existing microcrack in rock-like specimens
under uniaxial compression (¢ =168°).

boundaries (discretized into a proper number of line crack elements) is assumed [35-40]. In
the present study, a two-dimensional higher-order displacement discontinuity method
(HDDM?) employing the cubic displacement discontinuity (DD) elements (third-order DD
discontinuity elements) in order to obtain more accurate displacement discontinuities along
the boundary of the problem. In a cubic displacement discontinuity (DD) variation each
source element is divided into four equal subelements. Each subelement contains a central
node where the nodal displacement discontinuities are numerically evaluated. Based on this
variation of DD, the displacement discontinuity D;(¢) for each cubic element can be
formulated as

4
D;(e)= DI, (e)Ds,  j=x, 5 3)

i=1

where D)lc, D;,, D)?, D)%, Dg, Di, D;‘ , and Df, are the cubic nodal displacement

discontinuities and the collocation shape functions II; (¢) can be expressed as

I, (¢)=— (3a; — afe—3aye> +&° )/ (484}),
M, (e)= (% = 9aie—aie> = &%)/ (16a7),
;(e)= (9 +9a’e—aje* —¢3)/(16a}),
I, (e)=— (3a] +afe—3a,e> — &)/ (484} ).

“

Here a; = a, = a3 = a,. It should be noted that a cubic element has 4 nodes, which are
located at the centers of its four subelements as shown in Fig. 9.
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Each DD element is divided

into four equal subelements
3
i1 o} i |D?
b El t 1 L 1 1 £
iz T T 1 |
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2a1  2a, 2a; 2a4
L
|«

2a

Fig. 9. The cubic collocation technique used in the higher-order displacement discontinuity method.

Fig. 10. A special crack tip element with three equal subelements for a right crack tip.

As shown in Fig. 9, a cubic displacement discontinuity (CDD) element is divided into
four equal subelements (ecach subelement contains a central node for which the nodal
displacement discontinuities are numerically evaluated).

The singularities of the stresses and displacements near the crack ends may reduce the
accuracy of the displacement discontinuities at the nodal points near the crack tips, special
crack tip elements can be used to overcome this problem and increase the accuracy of the
DDs near the crack tips [40]. As shown in Fig. 10, a DD variation for three nodes can be
formulated using a special crack tip element containing three nodes (or having three special
crack tip subelements). Then the displacement discontinuity function D;(¢) can be
defined as

D;(e)=[T¢; (e)ID} (a)+[Tc2 (€)IDF (a)+[Te3 (€)ID7 (a), (5)

where the crack tip element has a length a=a; = a, = a5.
Considering a crack tip element with the three equal subelements (a; = a, = a3), the
special shape functions I'cq(€), I'cy(€), and I'c3(e) can be obtained as

1581/2 3/2 5/2

€ €
Fei(e)= - + ,
87 22 827
_— _sgll2 . 3632 £5/2 .
e)= - ,
2 842 234?434 ©)
3612 32 2512
Fes(e)=

- - .
85 all/z 25 af/z 85 af/z
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reble Niechanical Properties of a Center Slant Microcrack in an Infinite Plate
Description Parameter Value Unit
Microcrack length b 10 mm
Compressive stress o 10 MPa
Elastic modulus E 10 GPa
Poisson’s ratio v 0.2 -
Fracture toughness Ky, 2 MPa-m'/?
Microcrack tip length L - mm
Microcrack inclination angle " - deg
J: F 6 @Hoom K

N

® HODM K

LNIPEA

A Analytic KIN

A

@ Analytic KJT’

A

Normalized sress intensity factors

Vi

Fig. 11. The analytical and numerical values of KIN and KI]IV for the center slant microcrack.

Microcrack inclination angle, ¢

4.2. Numerical Simulation of the Pre-Cracked Specimens. A center slant microcrack
in an infinite body under uniaxial compression (Fig. 2) is simulated numerically by the
higher-order displacement discontinuity method. The numerical results are compared with
the corresponding analytical results already given in Section 2 of this study. This test
problem provides a better knowledge of the crack propagation mechanism and failure of the
brittle materials such as rocks. It also provides a good opportunity to verify the numerical
and analytical values of the mixed mode SIFs K| and Ky for a typical problem. The
mechanical properties of a rock specimen (assuming to have a slant center crack in an
infinite plane) are given in Table 3. Assuming a LEFM concept [41], the Mode I and Mode
IT stress intensity factors K| and Ky, for different crack inclination angles are evaluated
numerically by means of the proposed numerical method [these results can also be estimated
analytically using Egs. (1) and (2) given in Section 2]. The normalized Mode I and Mode II
SIFs are simplified as

K
K = :
! omwhb ™
K
N 11
Ky =

oab’

The numerical and analytical results of the normalized SIFs K IN and K 1/;/ are shown
in Fig. 11, which illustrates the accuracy and usefulness of the proposed method for the
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crack analysis of brittle solids. In the numerical analysis of this problem, 7 cubic elements
have been used along the pre-existing crack, three special crack tip elements have been
used for each crack tip and the ratio of crack tip element length (Z/b= 0.1).

The validity of the proposed numerical method and the accuracy of the numerical
results are checked by comparing the computed wing crack initiation directions with their
corresponding experimental results given in Section 4. The wing crack initiation directions
obtained from the numerical simulation and laboratory experiments by considering various
microcrack inclination angles and microcrack sizes are tabulated in Table 4 for comparison.
This table clearly shows that the numerical results are in good agreement with the
experimental results.

Table 4
The Microcrack Initiation Angle 6 for the Center Slant Microcrack Problem
as Obtained by the Proposed Numerical and Experimental Methods

Type Microcrack | Microcrack Wing crack initiation direction 6, deg
of microcracks size inclination Numerical Experimental
as shown (mm) angle - - ) -
in Figs. 5-8 0, deg Upper tip | Lower tip | Upper tip | Lower tip
Fig. 5 3.5 22 67 60 66 66
Fig. 6 4.2 116 72 58 71 58
Fig. 7 39 36 50 45 51 51
Fig. 8 43 168 82 80 83 83
g
¥
120 mm
2b
B 60 mm 3
T
c

Fig. 12. A center slant crack in a finite plate.

5. Discussion. The experimental and numerical results given in this research are in
good agreement with those already given in literature. The following discussion verifies the
validity and accuracy of the present study.

Figure 12 schematically shows a rock-like specimen with length L= 120 mm and
width w= 60 mm (L/w= 2) containing a center slant crack with a half-length 5= 5 mm
and inclination angle ¢ changing counterclockwise from the x axis [24]. A uniform
uniaxial compressive stress is assumed to be applied parallel to the y axis of the specimen.
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In order to be able to compare the numerical results of the proposed problem with those
already given in the literature, the mechanical properties of the numerical model are taken
the same as those given by Lee and Jeon [24] for PMMA specimens that are presented in
Table 5. Lee and Jeon [24] conducted experimental tests on PMMA specimens with single
pre-existing crack as shown schematically in Fig. 13. The crack propagation path is mainly
due to the wing cracks produced at the crack tips which propagate in direction of the
uniaxial compressive stress. In the present study, the problem shown in Fig. 12 is simulated
numerically and the results are compared with those obtained recently by Lee and Jeon
[24].

Table 5
Mechanical Properties of a PMMA Specimen [24]

Description Parameter Value Unit
Crack length 2b 10 mm
Compressive stress o 139 MPa
Elastic modulus E 29 GPa
Poisson’s ratio % 0.44 -
Fracture toughness K. 1.7 MPa - m!/?

p=15° ¢ =30° @ =45° ¢ =60° @ =90°

Fig. 13. The crack propagation path of a single crack in the PMMA specimens with different crack
inclination angles ¢ =15, 30, 45, 60, and 90° [24].

In the numerical verification of the results, the typical rock-like specimen is the
PMMA with mode I fracture toughness K|, = 1.7 MPa -m"? which is estimated based on

the experimental results given by Lee and Jeon [24]. It should be noted that different
incremental propagation steps are used in the numerical analysis of the present problem.

The experimental [24] and numerical results of crack propagation path in specimens
containing single cracks with varying inclination angles ¢ =15, 30, 45, 60, and 90° are
shown in Figs. 13 and 14 for comparison.

Conclusions. The mechanism of microcrack propagation in brittle rocks is
investigated by analytical, experimental, and numerical methods. Further work is devoted to
investigate the crack propagation, cracks coalescence and crack propagation paths of the
rocks and rock-like materials under compressive loading condition. The microcrack
propagation in natural rocks is very complicated; therefore, some rock-like specimens are
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Ving erack . Wing crack . fing erack . i Wing erack -
e | | meRR T || R | | MR | | e
p=15° P =30° p =45 ¢ =60° ¢ =90°

Fig. 14. Numerical simulation of the propagating paths for a single crack with variable crack
inclination angles ¢ =15, 30, 45, 60, and 90°.

prepared by mixing PPC, mica sheets and water. These specimens are tested under uniaxial
compression and the propagation and coalescence of random microcracks (mica sheets play
the role of microcracks within the specimen) are observed by SEM.

Based on the LEFM concept, the Mode I and Mode II stress intensity factors near the
microcrack ends are computed analytically and numerically. The maximum tangential stress
criterion (o-criterion) is used here to investigate the microcracks initiation and their
propagation directions. This criterion is implemented in the higher-order displacement
discontinuity (HDD) method by a computer code named as HDDM®™ (ie., a two-
dimensional HDD method for microcrack analysis).

In the present analysis, the direction of wing crack initiation is numerically predicted
and is compared to the corresponding experimental values observed by SEM. This
comparison show good agreements between the corresponding results obtained by these
two methods.

The experimental results obtained from microcracks in rock-like specimens show that
the crack propagation mechanism may have the same trend as those specimens containing
natural microcracks. The framework can be extended to the micromechanics of rocks and
rock-like materials under various loading conditions (e.g., triaxial compressive, tensile and
shear loading conditions).

Pe3zwome

CkenbHI MOPOIH 1 CKEJICoai0HI MaTepiaid 4acTo PYHHYIOTHCS MPH CTHCHEHHI BHACIIIOK
IHILIIOBaHHS, NOMIMUPEHHS 1 3JIUTTS MIKPOTPILIHH, 110 3’ SIBUIKCS paHime. BukoHaHO ekcrie-
PUMEHTANIBbHI 1 YUCIIOBI JTOCHIHKEHHS MEXaHi3My IMPOLECY 3JUTTS MIKPOTPIIIUH y MaTe-
piayax THITy CKelIbHUX HopiJ. ExcriepuMeHTanbHI TOCTIDKEHHS BKIIIOYAIOTh BUIPOOYBaH-
HS Ha OJHOBICHMH CTHUCK 3pa3KiB, BUTOTOBJICHUX i3 CyMilli EMEHTY MapKH HOPTIaH[
IyLOJIaH, CIIOAM 1 BOJIH. 3JIMTTS MIKPOTPILIMH BUBYAETHCS HA TOHKUX 3pa3kax 3a JOINOMO-
TOI0 CKAaHYIOYOr'0 EJIEKTPOHHOIO MiKpockoma. [IpumyckaeTbcs, IO BKpAIUICHHS CIFOIH
BIJIrpalOTh POJIb MIKPOTPILIHMH y 3pa3Kax. Takoxk MpOBEISHO JIesIKi aHAIITHYHI 1 YUCIIOBI
JOCTIDKeHHS! JUIT MOJGIIOBAHHS SIBUINA 3JIUTTS MIKPOTPILIMH Yy 3pa3Kax, L0 CIoCTepira-
€THCS eKCIIEpUMEHTAIBbHO. J{11s OLliHKK KOeillieHTIB IHTEHCUBHOCTI HANPYy»KEeHb 10 Mo | 1
Il y BepluuHI MIiKPOTPILIMH BHKOPUCTOBYETHCS HENPSIMHHA METOJ I'PAaHHYHUX CJICMCHTIB
BUCOKOI'O TIOPSIZKY, BIIOMHIl SIK METOJ PO3PHUBY IEPEMIl[EHb BUCOKOTO TMOPSAKY, IO
JI03BOJISIE BUKOPHCTOBYBATH CIICIialIbHI €JIEMEHTH B BEPUIMHI TPILIMHU IS BpaxyBaHHS
CUHTYJBIPHOCTI TOJIIB HAIPYXKEHb 1 MepeMillleHb Oilsl BepIIMHM TPIIMUHU. Y Mporpami
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PO3paxyHKy Halpy>XeHb BUKOPHCTOBYETHCS KPUTEPIH PyHHYBaHHS MO MaKCHMAaJIBHHX JI0-
THUYHHX HAIPYKEHHSIX Y paMKax JiHIHHOT MexaHiku pyiiHyBaHHs. [Ipy oMy nonmpeHHs i
3IMUTTS MIKPOTPIIIUH, PO3IOAUICHHX Y CKEJIbHINM MOPOJi 32 BUMAJAKOBUM 3aKOHOM, OIlIHIO-
€THCS [IUIAXOM YHCIIOBOTO MOJICNIOBAHHS Ha OCHOBI iTepaTWBHOTrO anroputMmy. OTpumani
PO3paxyHKOBI Pe3yJbTaT MOPIBHIOIOTHCS 3 BIIMOBIAHUMH E€KCIIEPUMEHTAJIBHUMH 1 YHCIIO-
BHMH JAHAMH OO 3JIUTTS MIKPOTPIIIMH y CKEJICMOAIOHNX MaTepianax.
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