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CHANGES OF MICROPHYTOBENTHOS IN LISTVENNICHNYI BAY, LAKE 

BAIKAL (RUSSIA) 

Species composition, quantitative characteristics and algocoenosis structure of benthic diatoms 

were investigated due to violation of vegetation zones and mass development of filamentous 

Chlorophyta in Listvennichnyi Bay of Lake Baikal. Sampling was carried out in February and 

August 2015 along the section located at a depth of 4—8 m. It was found that the total number  

of Bacillariophyta remained at the level of that reported in the period before the advent  

of destructive phenomena in the littoral zone, observed since 2011. In the structure of 

Bacillariophyta algocoenosis we recorded a reduction of species diversity, including number of rare 

and endemic species, as well as the decrease in the proportion of oligosaprobionts. The dominant 

complex consisting of widely distributed species, prominent role belongs to Fragilaria capucina 

var. vaucheriae (Kütz.) L.-B., which is usually developed at a depth of 1.5 m. 

K e y  w o r d s :  Bacillariophyta, microphytobenthos, filamentous green algae, Listvennichnyi 

Bay, Lake Baikal. 

 


